Spring Newsletter

Whonnock Elementary

27471 112" Avenue, Maple Ridge, B.C. V2W 1P9
Principal: Megan Olynyk
Website: schools.sd42.ca/Whonnock

Dear Whonnock families,

At Whonnock Elementary, we believe that every day is a valuable opportunity for learning and growth. As we enter our final
term of the school year, I’d like to share why it's so important for your child to be present and engaged in school every day.

The Benefits of Consistent School Attendance:

Academic Achievement: Regular attendance is strongly related to improved academic performance. Students who are
present consistently have a better grasp of concepts and participate more fully in classroom discussions.

Social and Emotional Development: School is a place where children develop essential social skills, build friendships,
and learn to collaborate. Missing school can disrupt these crucial interactions and impact their emotional well-being.
Building Good Habits: Establishing a routine of consistent attendance helps children develop valuable life skills, such as
responsibility, punctuality, and time management, which will serve them well throughout their lives.

Continuity of Learning: Each day's lesson builds upon the previous one. Absences can create gaps in learning that are
difficult to fill, leading to frustration and academic challenges.

School/Community Connection: Being present in school allows students to feel a sense of belonging and connection to
our school community. They participate in school events, build relationships with teachers and peers, and feel a part of
something larger.

What We Can Do Together:

Please make every effort to schedule appointments and family trips outside of school hours.

If your child is ill, please notify the school promptly through the Parent Portal, or by emailing wh_reception@sd42.ca
Communicate with your child's teacher and our school office if your child is experiencing any challenges that may affect
their attendance.

We understand that unforeseen circumstances can arise. Please do not hesitate to contact our office if we can support
your family in any way.

We recognize that occasional absences are unavoidable. However, by prioritizing consistent attendance, we can work
together to ensure your child reaches their full potential. Thank you for your partnership in your child's education.

Sincerely,
Megan Olynyk

Principal, Whonnock Elementary
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Important School News

Please check the Parent Portal for all current and upcoming
school events with times, Ms. Olynyk posts frequently to keep
everyone informed.

ARE YOU MOVING?

NEXT YEAR PLANNING: or have you moved? Please let Ms.
Lorrie know so that she can update student documents. If you
know you will be moving from the area and will not be attending
Whonnock Elementary for the 2025/2026 school year, please let
Ms. Lorrie know, we are starting our planning for next year and
would like to have as accurate an idea of enrollment as possible.

EMERGENCY RELEASE REPORTS: In case of emergency closures
please ensure that you have gone on the parent portal and filled
out all the information necessary to avoid any confusion for staff
and students, when you log in, you will see a red exclamation to
show what forms are still needed to be filled for each student.

LOST AND FOUND: Please label your students clothes, we don’t have
the room to store everything that gets left behind, Big Brother comes
once a month to collect what hasn’t been found. Please check by the
gym entrance regularly. Thank you!

Upcoming Events

April 10
PAC Meeting @ 7pm

April 11
Terry Fox Assembly & Run

April 17
Art Show

April 18 - 21
Easter Break — Fri & Mon NO SCHOOL

April 24
Public Speaking

April 29
Gr 6 Immunizations (part 2)

April 30 & May 2
Intermediate Track Day

May 4
Whonnock Spring Market

May 6
Body Science Zoom for Parents @ 6:30 pm

May 9
Volunteer Appreciation Lunch

May 12
Class Photo Day

May 13
Intermediate Cross Country

May 14
Non-Instructional Day

May 15&16
Body Science Workshops

May 19
Victoria Day — No School

May 20&21
Planetarium at the school!

May 21
Grade 8 Day

May 22
Primary Cross Country at Albion Sports Complex

May 30
Ready Set K




SD42 NEWS!

City of Pitt Meadows Spring Programs Are Here

Our spring program guide is now available online and is also in print. Browse the City of Pitt Meadows Parks,
Recreation & Culture Guide for a variety of activities and programs for all age groups! Registration for spring
programs is open. Visit pittmeadows.ca/programguide for details.

Low-Cost Activities at Pitt Meadows Family Recreation Centre:
Parent & Tot Mini Gym 0-5Y

Looking for an indoor activity? PMFRC offers low-cost Parent & Tot Mini Gym in the gymnasium on Mondays and
Wednesdays (10:05-11:45 a.m.) and Saturdays (9-11 a.m.) for only $1 per child.

Value Times at the Fitness Centre

Work out at the fitness centre during our value times. It’s only $1 for youth (13-18Y) and seniors (60Y+) and $2
for adults (19-59Y). Value times are:

Tuesday 10-11:30 a.m., Wednesday 8-9 p.m., Thursday 6-7 a.m. and Saturday from 3-6 p.m.

Upcoming Pitt Meadows FREE Family Events
The City of Pitt Meadows proudly hosts several signature and community events throughout the year. Some
upcoming events include Easter FUNDAY, Pitt Meadows Day, and our Pride Concert. For full details about

community events and activities visit pittmeadows.ca/specialevents.



https://www.pittmeadows.ca/parks-recreation/programs-registration/program-guide
https://www.pittmeadows.ca/parks-recreation/drop-schedules-hours-rates/drop-gymnasiumsport-schedule
https://www.pittmeadows.ca/our-community/events/special-events/easter-funday
https://www.pittmeadows.ca/our-community/events/special-events/pitt-meadows-day
https://www.pittmeadows.ca/our-community/events/special-events/community-events-and-initiatives
https://www.pittmeadows.ca/our-community/events/special-events/christmas-pitt-meadows

Red Dress Day May 5 is the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls
and Two Spirit (MMIWG2S) people in Canada. It’s also known as Red Dress Day. When available, more
information about how the City of Pitt Meadows will be acknowledging this day will be provided, visit
pittmeadows.ca/reddressday. To learn more about the REDress Project, please visit https://
www.jaimeblackartist.com/exhibitions/

FREE Family Lounge Drop-In Program —Sundays from 3-7 p.m.

Drop by the Constable Rick O’Brien Youth Lounge with your family! The Youth Lounge will open Sundays, from
3-7 p.m. for a time of unstructured activities for you and your children. Enjoy a variety of activities including
billiards, ping pong, video games, retro arcade and board games. There is also a concession with food and
drinks.

Our Recreation team will be on hand to supervise, but please remember that this is a parent-led program.
Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at all times. Older siblings (11Y+) are also welcome, but
must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.

For questions or details about this program contact the Youth Lounge Supervisor
at abuckle@pittmeadows.ca or 604.465.2456.

YouthWeek is May 1-7

BC Youth Week is a celebration of youth held annually from May 1 to 7. Visit bcyouthweek.com for activities in
your area.

FREE Program - Community Services Let's Play (1Y - 5Y) — (Course ID#14067)

Families will engage in a variety of play opportunities with their child, such as loose parts, sensory explorations,
the wonder of art, music & movement, science discoveries and more. This FREE program has 8 sessions and
runs from 10-11 a.m., April 8 to May 27. Registration is required, register by phone at 604-465-2470, or

visit pittfitandfun.ca

FREE Emergency Programs - Register starting March 4

Join the Emergency Support Services (ESS) team and be a beacon of hope in times of crisis. Register for
this FREE Emergency Support Services Information Session (Course ID#14066) to find out more. This FREE
program runs from 7-8:30 p.m. on April 9. Registration is required, register by phone at 604-465-2470, or
visit pittfitandfun.ca

Are you prepared for a disaster? Register for this FREE Disaster Preparedness Workshop (Course
ID#14065) and learn how to create an effective disaster plan. This FREE program runs from 7-8:30 p.m. on May
5. Registration is required, register by phone at 604-465-2470, or visit pittfitandfun.ca



https://www.pittmeadows.ca/our-community/indigenous-peoples-and-reconciliation/red-dress-day
https://www.jaimeblackartist.com/exhibitions/
mailto:abuckle@pittmeadows.ca
https://www.bcyouthweek.com/
https://pittfitandfun.ca/
https://user-fk0ab4w.cld.bz/Spring-2025-Pitt-Meadows-Guide/28/
https://pittfitandfun.ca/
https://user-fk0ab4w.cld.bz/Spring-2025-Pitt-Meadows-Guide/28/
https://user-fk0ab4w.cld.bz/Spring-2025-Pitt-Meadows-Guide/28/
https://pittfitandfun.ca/

Experience Art & Culture at the Pitt Meadows Art Gallery

The Pitt Meadows Art Gallery (PMAG) is located on the main floor of the South Bonson Community Centre in Pitt
Meadows. PMAG is committed to supporting local and regional artists and artisans and will showcase six
exhibitions per year at the main gallery and four exhibitions per year at the pop-up gallery. Admission to the
gallery is free and all work is available for sale.

The Pop-Up PMAG can be found in the lobby at City Hall. This satellite gallery showcases smaller collections of
work from Lower Mainland artists.

For more information about the gallery and the exhibits visit pittmeadows.ca/pmag.

Apply to become a Pitt Meadows Youth Ambassador

Do you want to represent and celebrate amazing youth in our community? Here’s your chance! Starting with
Pitt Meadows Day, the Youth Ambassadors will take part in the parade, opening ceremony and enjoy a
special luncheon with the Mayor and Council. Throughout the year, the Youth Ambassadors will have the
opportunity to give back to the community by participating in a variety of City events.

Youth Ambassador roles include the Pitt Meadows Ambassador (Grade 6), Medallion Bearer (Grade 5),
Record Bearer (Grade 5), Flag Bearer (Grade 4), and Flower Attendants (Grades 1-3).

Apply today! Submit an application by April 6, 2025, in person at the Pitt Meadows Recreation Centre or
by email to pmdyouthambassadors@gmail.com

For application form and full details about the Youth Ambassador program visit pittmeadowsday.ca.



https://www.pittmeadows.ca/arts-culture-heritage/pitt-meadows-art-gallery/pmag-gallery-exhibit-memories
mailto:pmdyouthambassadors@gmail.com
https://www.pittmeadows.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/2025%20Youth%20Ambassador%20applicationv2.pdf
https://www.pittmeadows.ca/our-community/events/special-events/pitt-meadows-day



























