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JANUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
[image: image3.wmf]Happy New Year!  There’s always a sense of calm when we return to school after Christmas break. Children know their teachers and classmates, routines are established, and we have had the opportunity to get to know our families just a little bit better. One of our school goals, is to strengthen the social and emotional competencies in our children.  And an important part of this, is building healthy relationships throughout our community.  People are the strength of MRE, and when we all work together, stay positive, and see the very best in others, we certainly help all of our children to thrive.  Our signs read, MRE…A Community of Kindness and Respect.  I find the most important word here is community.  Children feel how adults are interacting, they feel what we think about our school.  MRE is the place that brings us all together, and I am very proud to belong here.  I feel very fortunate to work at the best school in town!

The famous quote from the movie, It’s a Wonderful Life, always resonates with me.  Strange isn’t it.  Each man’s life touches so many others. As we start a new year, please consider if you are able to help out with any of our PAC initiatives.  These are wonderful opportunities to get to know the people of our community just a little bit better and put smiles on the faces of our many little friends.  The success of all our events and fundraisers depends on volunteers.  Lug-a-Mug and hot lunches are so exciting for children, but we really need your help to continue.  Please email nekoalne@hotmail.com (Nicole Keough) to let us know if you are available anytime during the day to assist.  
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January is a time to work on the goals we set in November.  Thank-you for keeping these alive at home.  I always had two goals for my boys when they were in elementary school; to become readers, and to have friends.  We used to visit the public library every week and take out many books.  Daily they would each pick one book for me to read to them.  This was time consuming and sometimes boring when Connor would pick the same story over and over!  And, I had to let cleaning the house wait, and wait.  Yet, these are still some of our happiest memories.  They also learned to make friends all over the world by smiling.  Often this leads to laughter, and that certainly connects people.
As we embrace the challenges and opportunities ahead, it’s good to know that we are surrounded by amazing people.  Together, we can build on our reputation of excellence.  Let’s all be proud of our incredible school and look forward to infinite possibilities in 2020.  
Mme Servant



Mme Lendvoy
Principal



Vice Principal
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Kindergarten registration for the 2020/2021 school year is open to children who are 5 years old on or before December 31, 2020. Visit the district website for detailed information on the five phases (sibling registration, choice registration, general registration, late registration, open registration) and other important information:  http://www.sd42.ca/kindergarten-registration/

Kindergarten 2020/21
	Phase
	Registration
Starts
(12:00 noon)
	Registration Ends
(11:59 pm)
	Supporting 
Documents
Deadline
(12:00 noon)
	 

	Sibling
	Jan 8, 2020
	Jan 14, 2020
	Jan 21, 2020
	Parents will be notified of their child’s 

	Choice
	Jan 22, 2020
	Jan 27, 2020
	Feb 4, 2020
	Placement via email shortly after the 

	General
	Feb 5, 2020
	Feb 12, 2020
	Feb 25, 2020
	registration phase ends.

	Late
	Feb 26, 2020
	June 21, 2020
	June 28, 2020
	 

	Open
	Aug 21, 2020
	June 22, 2021
	June 25, 2021
	 

	
	
	
	
	


 
MRE is proud to offer both English and French Immersion Programs!
Immersion is the most effective method known for teaching a second language.  Students master French in the same way that they learned English.  Studies have shown that it is easier and more natural for a child to learn another language at a very early age.  The aim of early French immersion is functional bilingualism.  The process is so natural because French is used as the language of instruction and as a means of communication. It is also worth noting that learning subjects in French does not interfere with English language development as children spend the vast majority of time communicating in English with family and friends. 

Please contact Donna Servant, Principal at MRE dservant@sd42.ca if you have any questions about our program.
GRADE 8 REGISTRATION

Information coming soon on the district website under the Parents Tab.  Visit www.sd42.ca
 
Grade 8
	Phase
	Registration
Starts
(12:00 noon)
	Registration Ends
(11:59 pm)

	General
	Feb 4, 2020
	Feb 19, 2020

	
	
	


· Once online grade 8 registration closes, any late registrants must complete a paper registration form at their catchment school.

· Grade 8 students new to the district (not on the Portal) register in person at the DEO Feb 4-19, 2020 (opens 12:00 noon).  After the registration period ends,  paper registration forms are done at their catchment school.

Parents will be notified of grade 8 placement prior to Spring Break

 
EDUCATION SAVINGS OPPORTUNITIES
Almost 80% of job openings in British Columbia over the next decade will require some form of post-secondary education.
Families can open a Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) and the Government of British Columbia will deposit $1,200 into the RESP for their children. No additional money is needed to receive the $1,200 B.C. Training and Education Savings Grant. Families can ask their local financial institution if they are one of the 56 official promoters of the grant and are urged to not be part of the 40% who leave this grant unclaimed.

The grant allows parents and families who may not be able to currently afford to put money aside to start a RESP. Studies indicate that children with RESPs are more likely to pursue higher education. Students can use the money to pay for their education expenses (e.g., books, tools, rent or transportation) in an apprenticeship program, a trade school, college or university.

Applications are open to eligible children between six and nine years old. Eligibility deadlines:

· Children born in 2010 have until the day before their ninth birthday to apply.

· Children born in 2011 have until their ninth birthday in 2020 to apply. 

· Children born in 2012 have until their ninth birthday in 2021 to apply.

· Children born in 2013 have until their ninth birthday in 2022 to apply.

· Children born in 2014 can start applying on their sixth birthday.

[image: image5.png]


The Government of Canada also offers eligible families with modest incomes up to $2,000 for each child’s RESP from the Canada Learning Bond. As well, the Canada Education Savings Grant matches RESP contributions up to a maximum of $7,200 per child. More information can be found at: https://www.gov.bc.ca/BCTESGB.C. Training and Education Savings Grant: 
THANK-YOU!
Thank-you for supporting the grade seven bottle drive!  Many families and students showed up to help last Saturday and the event was a huge success.  All proceeds are going toward the Leaving Ceremony for our grade 7’s in June. 
MRE INTERMEDIATE CHOIR
Students in grades 4 to 7 are invited to join the choir for this term.  We perform at assemblies and practice only on Wednesdays this term, after school from 2:20 - 3:00 on the stage.  We begin on Wednesday, January 8. Please see the attached notice for more information.
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BASKETBALL SEASON… is underway. 
· Grade 7 Girls Team is coached by Mme Wells and Mrs. Pajak 
· Grade 7 Boys Competitive team is coached by Mr. Hetherington and 
· Grade 6/7  Boys Recreational Team is coached by Ms. Mcclain.
THANK-YOU!

We are so grateful to all the parents who acted as our Christmas Angels at MRE throughout December!  Santa Mall, Lug-a-Mug, reading to children, driving on field trips, and hot lunches take so much work.  Your labour of love goes a long way to making our school the wonderful place it is.  We extend to all of you a heartfelt thank-you!
School Closure Decision:  SNOW
The decision to close schools due to accumulating snowfall is ultimately the responsibility of the superintendent, who must balance the safety of students, staff and parents with the need to provide learning. The decision is not taken lightly and is the result of a carefully thought out process that is reviewed after each experience and refined if necessary. 

The decision to close schools is made by 6 a.m. Details are:

· posted on the SD42 Twitter feed (@sd42news);

· posted on the SD42 Facebook feed (SD42Facebook);

· shared with News 1130, CKNW, and CBC 690 radio stations;

· posted on the SD42 Website (www.sd42.ca). 
[image: image7.jpg]THAT MONEY CAN'T BUY.




[image: image2.png]



MRE Intermediate Fall Choir (Grades 4 - 7)
January 2020

Dear Parents,

Your son/daughter has expressed an interest in joining the Maple Ridge Elementary choir.  We have explained to the prospective choir members that this will require a commitment, both in terms of time and effort.  We will be performing at the assemblies in January and February. 

This term practices will take place on the stage every Wednesday, from 2:20 pm to 3:00 pm.  Our first practice will be on Wednesday, January 8.  Please note there is NO choir practice on Wednesday, February 26.  If there are any changes it will be posted in the Friday Blast.

Please sign and return the cut-off portion at the bottom of this permission form and return it with your child to school.  Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Chandler, Mrs. Hayward 
Mme. Servant

(**********************************************************************************************************

Intermediate Choir Permission Form
I give permission for my child,  





, to participate in the MRE Intermediate Choir.  I understand that practices will be held on Wednesday from 2:20 pm to 3:00 pm, beginning January 8.  My child will attend as many practices as possible.  There is no choir on February 26.
Date: _________________
Parent Signature: 




Phone Number: 



 

	
	JANUARY
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	29
	30
	31
	01
	02
	03
	04

	 
	 
	 
	Schools closed for Winter Break
	 
	 
	Grade 7 Bottle Drive 8:00-2:00pm

	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11

	 
	Welcome Back - School re-opens
	 


	 

Choir Practice 2:20 - 3:00
	 


	 
	 

	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	 
	 
	GR 7 Leaving Ceremony Meeting at 6:00 pm

PAC Meeting at 7:00pm 
	 Reading Blast at 12:45
Choir Practice 2:20 - 3:00


	 


	 
	 

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	 
	 
	Monthly Assembly at 8:45am


	 

Choir Practice 2:20 - 3:00
	 


	Non-Instructional Day                                        No School for Students                                         
	 

	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	01

	 
	 
	 


	 

Choir Practice 2:20 - 3:00
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Join us for the next MRE PAC Meeting


Tuesday, January 14 at 7:00 in the library


Grade 7 Leaving Ceremony Meeting at 6:00 same evening.
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