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Welcome back after spring break!  

And welcome to the short stretch until June!

News from our side:
· Student led conferences went well.  I am really impressed with the students’ report cards, and insightful manner in which they can identify where they need to grow.  I appreciate their growth mindset too.  The word “yet” is such a powerful way to end a negative sentence and foster growth mindset!
· A huge shout-out to our Leadership students who have raised $659 so far for Healthcare in Tanzania, and have a couple more fundraisers to go. They sell cookies often and coming up, they will be selling Rafiki bracelets for $10. For those, half of the money goes towards the women who made them to send their families in school, and the other half will go towards our Tanzania fundraising. Thank you for bringing a global focus to Glenwood. 
· Our library’s circulation has improved over 200%. This is GREAT news.  Thanks for keeping your kids reading!  The following program will be up and running here at Glenwood soon:
· SD42 Mystery Home Reading
· What is “Mystery  Home Reading?”
· Mystery Home Reading is a way of ensuring kids have books at home each night to read with their families, friends, caregivers, siblings, pets etc.  We send home bags of 4-7 high-interest “real” books every week.  These are unleveled books and are not “Guided Reading” style materials.
· What kinds of books are in the bags?
· Include such fiction favourites as Mo Willems, Robert Munsch, Pete the Cat, Berenstein Bears etc.  You should also include a large selection of non-fiction books to support real-world language growth as well as the redesigned curriculum. Intentionally include books that support the core competencies as well as the First People’s Principles of Learning.  
· When are the books sent home?
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]We have chosen to send home new book-bags twice a week.   However, you could also align the library and home reading exchange days so families know that all books should be returned that day.   
· Where does the music come in?
· Every Thursday, students place their bags on the tables and begin rotating past the bags.  When the music stops, they receive the bag in front of them.  If they stop at exactly the same bag they had last week, they may choose another.  For this reason, and just in case someone forgets their bag, we have 2 bags more than the number of students in the class.  2-3 extras make the switch a little easier.
· What is “the monthly shuffle”?
· Once a month or so dump all of the books on the carpet and shuffle them.  Then have the students re-fill and replenish the bags to ensure there are still 4-7 books in each bag.  Yes, occasionally books get lost.  The regular shuffling allows for a gentle re-stocking of the bags without students being stigmatized for losing a book.
· There is a district stamp you may borrow for stamping the interior cover of books as a home-reading book.  Most books will make it back to school.
· Is there a reading log included in the bag?
· No, research shows that reading logs are not helpful in promoting a love of reading.  There is also no extrinsic incentive program attached to this method of home reading.
· Is there parent information in the bag?
· Yes, there is a sticker on the bag that explains what to do with the books.  Parents are also given the opportunity to attend a “Come Read with Me” session that gives them greater knowledge about how to help their child learn to read at home.  School run programs such as PALS sessions are also a great time to remind parents about the home reading system.  We have also created a parent leaflet called “Joyful Literacy” that you may include.
· Which bags do you use?
· We have chosen to use the dollar store zipper-close bags.  They may need to be gradually replaced over the year.  You could have a parent or grandparent make special bags but we like water-proof bags to prevent rainy days or water bottle spills from ruining our books.
· [image: ]
· We returned from spring break to a new and improved waste management protocol:  Every class has a blue and a green bin.  Blue is recycling, and the green bin for organics. 
           Three Streams for our waste include – Organics; Recycling; Garbage  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· We have big news: The Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance school distribution program is moving online!  You can now access kidsplus.ca/resources for information about Kids Plus™.  The main website at kidsplus.ca will continue to be available for parents to purchase coverage, access claims forms and full plan information online. Additionally, for 2018 we’ve decided to take our mission to be green one step further by discontinuing distribution of all Kids Plus™ Notices (Brochures) to reduce our overall paper use
· Reminder too - 2018/19 and 2019/20 District School Calendars:  Following a month-long public consultation process, the Board of Education approved the 2018/19 and 2019/20 District School Calendars at its regular public meeting on March 7, 2018. The calendars have been posted to the district website at http://www.sd42.ca/district-school-calendars/ 
· Red Cross Babysitting Course:  So you want to be a babysitter? Or, your parents want you to take this course so they feel confident leaving you at home alone? Babysitting with First Aid Hero emphasizes learning through real life scenarios. information covered includes: Exploring the business of babysitting, creating safe environments, safely caring for ages 0-12, and first aid skills.
 Red Cross Babysitting Course
Glenwood, Apr.30th, 8:30-3:30                        
Grade 6+      
$60 + GST online registration
http://www.firstaidhero.com/babysitting-vancouver.html

· Information re summer learning was tweeted and is on the website: Elementary Summer Learning and Afterschool Day Camp Partnership all starting July 4- 20 with registration beginning on May 1’st via the parent portal.  
· What's On Spring 2018 – brochure is on the website for perusal. 
· Kids learn to defend their data with new privacy game.  A new game is coming to Canadian classrooms and homes, designed not just to entertain children but also to teach them how to protect their privacy. Data Defenders shows kids how ad brokers try to collect their personal information and offers strategies to keep that information private.
-  As Canadians learn more about how companies collect and use their data, from influencing voting choices to selling products, they are increasingly worried about their privacy. But it’s not just adults who are at risk – marketers also target children, who are least equipped to protect themselves. Data Defenders is a timely tool to help teach important lessons about online privacy to kids.
-  Using a tile-matching format familiar to children, the game seamlessly integrates educational content with fun activities. In the first round, children are offered the opportunity to earn more moves and improve their game score by answering questions about themselves – a common tactic of ‘free’ games and services that make money by collecting and selling user data. Unbeknownst to the players, by providing this information they are lowering their hidden privacy scores. In the second round, players have the opportunity to protect their privacy scores by completing quizzes about various privacy tools.
-  The online game is accompanied by parent and teacher guides and a lesson plan for grades 4 to 6 that further reinforces privacy learning. All materials, including the game, can be accessed free of charge on the MediaSmarts website.

Many assemblies and events are planned for the next few weeks:
	April 4 – group pictures will be taken
April 6 – PAC’s Rainy Day Carnival sounds like a boatload full of fun.  More info on this to follow from PAC.
April 10 – The Right To Play -  http://playyourpart.com/ will have an assembly for the whole school at 11 and the facilitators will be working with 30 leadership students after lunch to improve our school culture and these students will also learn how to step up in a positive way.
April 13 – Jersey Day – please bring a loonie to support KidSport so that children with financial constraints can play sports
April 26 – school-wide assembly with Shyama Priya – an international Pow Wow Dancer
· Book Fair Week starts April 23 
· April 27 - PAC’s Grandparent day!
· Our community programs will start in April – please refer to the website for more information.



In the pipeline:
· STEALTH - This program is called the Academic Achievers Program. Participating schools will have a professional lacrosse player from the Stealth visit their school. The visit can take many different forms. The most common would be for the Stealth players to be stationed in the gymnasium for the day and classes would rotate through for 30-40 minute sessions.  More to follow. 
· Public speaking – this event is planned for May 2  gr 4/5, May 3 - gr 6/7 at Riverside Centre.  More information to follow via your child’s teachers. 
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· ​May 7 - Division 5 will be going to the SPCA

Satisfaction surveys – parent logon available in office – the due date is looming!  Please, complete the survey so that your voice could be heard! The link is on our website!

Additionally, Glenwood prides itself for its continued efforts to build relationships.  We collectively believe relationships are the foundation of learning.  We encourage you to look at the website where parents could get information about social-emotional learning and its benefits.
https://casel.org/in-the-home/
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Lastly:
· Please, visit our website - http://elementary.sd42.ca/glenwood/  regularly for updates on events etc.
· Reminder to call or email the school if your child is absent, as our receptionist is required to call to touch base with every family to ensure the student is accounted for. This could take hours if parents don’t call in absences in a timely manner.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in this regard.   
· Follow us on Twitter for updates in real time - @GlenwoodSD42
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